
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  

Subject: Mar 2015 traffic 

FAC chairs  

 

Another good month, pretty much across the board.  As detailed in the website stats and the graphs 

attached, almost all routes showed substantial improvement over last March.  The notable 

exceptions were the two northern routes, with rte 10 showing losses for both passengers and 

vehicles, and rte 11 showing fewer passengers but more vehicles. 

 

Graph 2 illustrates the year-end year-to-date traffic results.  Big pic, the system delivered better 

than the most recent year over year traffic forecast for the year.  There are a few footnotes that go 

with that observation: 

 - FY2015 benefited from Easter bonus days over FY2014 

 - FY2015 benefited from FY2014 traffic hit by Rte 9 out of service for two weeks, and the Powell 

River terminals down for major rework, with traffic substantially compromised. 

 - FY2015 enjoyed record breaking good weather through the summer, with a particularly mild 

non-winter. 

 

All that said, graph 3 indicates that March traffic may have bottomed out, with hope for the 

future.  That graph also reminds us that the god-of-bums-on-seats is fickle and can change her 

mind in the blink of an eye.   

 

As we’ve often said, a month or two of good or bad news does not a trend make.  Even a year, as 

we’ve seen, can be an anomaly.  Still, we take the good news where we find it.  We’re certainly 

finding it this month and last.  The trick now will be to extend the joy to and through the 

summer.  While strictly speculation, it could be that BCF and the Commissioner were anticipating 

a sustained traffic recovery in arriving at the 1.9% fare cap. 

 

I haven’t added these year end results into the long look graphs as they measure AEQs, while 

these month to month vehicle counts are for actual vehicles.  The AEQ count will be higher, so we 

wait until July when we get the year end BCF Report to the Commissioner.  They will surely show 

a modest upturn as well, just that it will be based on a different vehicle count. 

 

Any questions, please let them be asked. 

 

Brian 
 


